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Online Schooling: Flexibility, Focus, and the Future 
  Is online school the future of education?  

In 2025, over 30,000 secondary  
school students were enrolled in 

online education. That number 

continues to grow as we enter 2026. 

Online schools have become 

increasingly popular as a substitute 

for traditional secondary schools. 
 
The students log onto a digital 

platform and complete lessons and 

tasks set by certified teachers (similar 

to the circumstances during covid). 

Lessons are completed through live 

video conferences, pre-recorded 

classes, and online learning materials. 
 
Many students choose online schools 

over regular schools because of the 

flexibility it brings. Without the need 

to travel to a classroom each 

morning, students can focus more on 

their wellbeing. 

For many students, online schools 

can provide a quieter, more relaxed 

learning environment. Without 

typical classroom distractions, 

students are able to focus completely 

on their work. In addition, the 

absence of traditional disciplinary 

pressures (such as detention) may 

reduce stress and further improve 

concentration 

Despite its advantages, online 

schools do limit social opportunities. 

Within a traditional classroom 

students are able to have face-to-face 

interaction on a daily basis whereas 

online students often have fewer 

opportunities to communicate with 

peers their own age.  This lack of 

socialization can lead to feelings of 

isolation; However, many students 

overcome these feelings by joining 

local clubs or participating in online 

extracurriculars such as online 

debate teams or reading clubs. 
 
 

Another problem that can arise when using online learning 

is technical issues. Teachers and students both experience 

technical difficulties, that might include trouble joining 

lessons, communicating with peers, or uploading work. To 

solve this problem, many online platforms have developed 

solutions such as pre-recorded lessons, technical support 

helplines, and pre-set coursework to minimize disruption. 

 

 

   

 

                  
Teachers and Students Share Their Experiences 
To gain further insight, a teacher and two current online students shared 

their experiences of digital learning.  One teacher described online schooling 

as a way for students to ‘learn in their own safe space’ and provide a less 

distracting environment than a normal classroom.  They also noted strong 

academic improvement with students' grades, but to achieve this self-

discipline is necessary. 

  

One GCSE student explained they have seen an improvement in their 

attendance after switching to an online school, describing their home 

environment as more peaceful and focused. Another student said, 

‘mainstream wasn’t the right fit’ for them and online school is more relaxed 

although the social interaction is challenging.                  

             

Overall, both the teacher and students agree that although online learning has 

its challenges, it provides a valuable, effective alternative to mainstream 

school. 

 

Where is digital education headed? 
 
As Technology continues to advance, online schooling is 

becoming a more common form of education. Its 

flexibility allows students to learn at their own pace and 

adapt their schedule to prioritize their wellbeing. 

Challenges like social interaction and technical difficulties 

do remain, but schools are finding new ways to connect 

students and support online learning. With these 

improvements, online schools may evolve from an 

alternative option into a standard choice for students 

seeking a modern, adaptable learning experience. 
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